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he often had, seemingly, convulsive starts and odd gesticulations, which tended to excite at once surprize and ridicule'. Mrs. Porter was so much engaged by his conversation that she overlooked all these external disadvantages, and said to her daughter, 'this is the most sensible man that I ever saw in my life.'
Though Mrs. Porter was double the age of Johnson2, and her person and -manner, as described to me by the late Mr. Garrick, were by no means pleasing to others, she must have had a superiority of understanding and talents, as she certainly inspired him with a more than ordinary passion; and she having signified her willingness to accept of his hand, he went to Lichfield to ask his mother's consent to the marriage, which he could not but be conscious was a very imprudent scheme, both on account of their disparity of years, and her want of fortune3. But Mrs,
After I was elected at All Souls, where there was often a party of loungers in the gateway, on my expostulating with Mr. Shcnstone for not visiting me so often as usual, he said, "he was ashamed to face his enemies in the gate.'"
1 Sector/, 1739.
= Mrs. Johnson was bom on Feb. 4,1688-9. MALONE. She was married on July 9, 1735, ul St. Werburgh's Church, Derby, as is shewn by the following copy of the marriage register : ' 1735, July 9, Mara Sam11 Johnson of ye parish of S* Mary's in Litchfield, and Elizth Porter of y° parish of Sl Phillip in Burmingham." Notes and Queries, 4th S. vi. 44. At the time of their marriage, therefore, she was forty-six, and Johnson only two months short of twenty-six.
3 The author of the Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Dr. Johnson, 1785, p. 25, says:—' Mrs. Porter's husband died insolvent,but her settlement was secured. She brought her second husband about seven or eight hundred pounds, a great part of which was expended in fitting up a house for a boarding-school.' That she
had some money can be almost inferred from what we are told by Boswell and Hawkins. How otherwise was Johnson able to hire and furnish a large house for his school ? Boswell says that he had but three pupils. Hawkins gives him a few more. 'His number,' he writes (p. 36) 'at no time exceeded eight, and of those not all were boarders.1 After nearly twenty months of married life, when he went to London, 'he had,' Boswell says, ' a little money.' It was not till a year later still that he began to write for the Gent. Mags If Mrs. Johnson had not money, how did she and her husband live from July 1735 to the spring of 1738? It could scarcely have been on the profits made from their school. Inference, however, is no longer needful, as there is positive evidence. Mr. Timmins in his Dr. Johnson in Birmingham, (p. 4) writes :—' My friend, Mr. Joseph Hill, says, A copy of an old deed which has recently come into my hands, shews that a hundred pounds of Mrs. Johnson's fortune was left in the hands of a Birmingham attorney named Thomas Perks,
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